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CONFIDENTIAL BUDAPEST 0989 

1 . CONVERSATIONS OVER PAST SEVERAL DAYS WITH RELIABLE EMBASSY 
CONTACTS HAVING GOOD TIES TO HUNGARIAN PARTY CIRCLES 
REVEAL THE EMERGENCE OF A PARTY LINE, WITHOUT DOUBT 
EMANATING FROM MOSCOW, ON SOVIET VIEWS ABOUT FUTURE OF 
DETENTE AND EAST- WEST RELATIONS IN VIEW OF U.S. ADMINISTRATION 
STAND IN SUPPORT OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 

2. THE PICTURE IS ONE OF A GRIM, REMARKABLY INSECURE, ALMOST 
PARANOID SOVIET PARTY LEADERSHIP, WORRIED TO DEATH ABOUT WHAT IT 
PERCEIVES AS A GENUINE THREAT OR CHALLENGE TO ITS POWER, AND 
INCREDIBLE AS IT MAY SEEM, BELIEVING THAT THE U.S. 

STAND ON HUMAN RIGHTS IS A DELIBERATE STRATEGY DESIGNED 
TO OVERTHROW THE SOVIET REGIME. 

3. WE WOULD HESITATE TO TAKE THESE STATEMENTS 
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SERIOUSLY, IF IT WERE NOT FOR FACT THAT WE HAVE BEEN HEARING 
THEM RECENTLY ALMOST IDENTICALLY, WORD FOR WORD. FROM SO MANY 
SOURCES WHICH HAVE ALWAYS BEEN RELIABLE IN THE PAST. SOME OF 
OUR HUNGARIAN CONTACTS POINT OUT THAT THEIR OWN VIEWS ARE NOT 
NEARLY SO GRIM, BUT THAT THESE DO NOT REFLECT FEELINGS 
OF SOVIETS WHICH ARE BEING PASSED ON DOWN THE LINE. 
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4. WE FIND EVEN MORE UNBELIEVABLE ANOTHER PART OF THE 
SAME SET OF CONVICTIONS, NAMELY THAT THE ROSSIA HOTEL 
FIRE AND THE MOSCOW METRO EXPLOSION ARE EVIDENCE THAT 
THE WEST IN GENERAL AND THE CIA IN PARTICULAR ARE SWINGING 
INTO ACTION, GIVING DIRECT SUPPORT TO SOVIET DISSIDENTS 
TURNED ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARIES. AND, THE SOVIETS ARE ALSO 
SAID TO BE CONVINCED THAT EVERY DISSIDENT EQUALS A PERSON 
COMMITTED TO THE VIOLENT OVERTHROW OF THE SOVIET REGIME. 

5. WE HAVE CATEGORICALLY CHALLENGED THESE ASSERTIONS 
EVERY TIME WE HEAR THEM. THE REPLY WE RECEIVE IN EACH 
CASE IS QUOTE YOU MAY BE ABLE TO CONVINCE US BUT YOU 
WILL NEVER CONVINCE THE RUSSIANS UNQUOTE. 

6. ONE SOURCE, PARTICULARLY PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE 
PROSPECTS OF PROGRESS IN ANY AREA OF EAST- WEST RELATIONS 
UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, DREW A DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
THE PRESENT AND THE PAST WHEN SOVIETS WERE WILLING TO 
TALK IN SPITE OF THE VIETNAM WAR, BERLIN, PORTUGAL OR 
ANGOLA. "THEN YOU WERE BOMBING HANOI, BUT NOW YOU ARE 
BOMBING MOSCOW", HE SAID. 

7. HUNGARIAN LEADERSHIP APPEARS TO AWAIT SECRETARY VANCE'S 
TRIP TO MOSCOW WITH BAITED BREATH, HOPING THAT SOMEHOW 
THINGS WILL FALL BACK INTO PLACE, BUT BEING HUNGARIANS 
FIRST AND FOREMOST, THEY ARE MOSTLY AFRAID THAT THINGS 
WILL NEVER BE QUITE THE SAME AGAIN. 

8. EMBASSY VIEWS ON IMPACT OF ALL THIS ON BILATERAL 
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RELATIONS ARE GIVEN IN BUDAPEST 0926. WHILE A NEW NOTE 
OF CAUTION HAS CREPT INTO GOH POSITIONS ON ISSUES VIS-A-VIS 
THE U.S., THERE IS AS YET NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT ANY 
CHANGE IN THE POLICY OF ACTIVELY PURSUING IMPROVED U.S.- 
HUNGARIAN RELATIONS IS BEING CONSIDERED. AT 
THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, GOH IS HIGHLY AWARE OF REALITY 
THAT THEIR OWN RELATIVELY PROGRESSIVE POLICY ON IMPROVED 
U.S. TIES, CSCE AND CULTURAL POLICY CANNOT LONG SURVIVE 
A LASTING SETBACK IN RELATIONS BETWEEN THE SUPERPOWERS. 

9. WE BELIEVE THAT HUNGARIANS ARE ACCURATELY REFLECTING 
VIBRATIONS EMANATING FROM MOSCOW. AND WHICH TO SOME 
DEGREE MAY ALSO REFLECT VIEWS OF SOME OF THEIR OWN 
MORE CONSERVATIVE PARTY LEADERS. AT THE SAME TIME, 

THE POSSIBILITY CANNOT BE RULED OUT THAT THE HUNGARIAN 
AND OTHER EE PARTIES ARE SIMPLY BEING ENLISTED BY MOSCOW 
IN A CAMPAIGN TO HELP SOVIET EFFORTS TO SCARE THE WEST 
AWAY FROM ITS PRESENT HUMAN RIGHTS POSITION. 

MUDD 
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